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1938 A, A. A. PROGRAM 


Further Details of Plan Approved by Conference 
Held in Washington 


Plans for the administration of the Agricultural Adjust- 
ment Act for the 1938 season, referred to in last week's 
InrorMATION LetTreR, were announced in more detail on 
September 20th by the Secretary of Agriculture. The fol- 
lowing excerpts from the published announcement indicate 
the general outline of the plan, together with some of the 
details regarding its administration. 


Salient Points in New Program 


(1) Establishment of national goal for soil-depleting crops 
and a national objective for soil-building crops and prac- 
tices. The national goal will be sub-divided into state, 
county and individual farm goals. 

(2) Establishment of individual soil-depleting o~ goals 
for the following crops: cotton; corn; flue-cured, Burley, 
fire-cured and dark air-cured, and cigar filler and binder 
tobaccos; peanuts and rice. A soil-depleting crop goal for 
potatoes will be established if two-thirds of the producers so 
vote in a referendum to be held before October 2. Corn 


goals for individual farms will be established only in ew | 
nated areas in the Corn Belt. If potato goals are established, 
a | will apply only in designated commercial areas. Goals 


will not be established for potato producers growing three 
acres or less. Other crops included in the total soil-deplet- 
ing crop goals will be classified together in the general soil- 
depleting crop goal. 

(3) A maximum payment will be calculated for each 
farm. Payment will be made for keeping within soil-de- 
pleting crop goals and for attaining soil-building goals, in- 
cluding the carrying out of practices. If the soil-depletin 
crop goal is exceeded, or there is failure to reach the soil- 
building goal, the payment will be less than the maximum 
payment. 

(4) In general, the 1938 crop classifications will follow 
those for the 1936 and 1937 agricultural conservation pro- 
grams. 

(5) In all regions payments will be divided between land- 
lord and tenant in the proportion that they share in the 
principal crop, or all crops and practices on the farm. 

(6) Specific provisions applicable to the Great Plains area 
encourage the restoration to grass of land which should not 
have been plowed, 

(7) The A. A. A. regional organization for the administra- 
tion of the program and provisions for local administration 
hy county and state committees will correspond to those for 
1937. Administrative expenses of all county agricultural 
conservation associations as in 1937 will be deducted from 
payments to farmers in their respective counties. 

(8) As was the case when the 1937 national program was 
announced, the actual appropriation for next year’s program 
has not been made. e 1938 program, therefore, is de- 
pendent upon the action of Congress, although in 1936 
Congress authorized an annual appropriation for carrying 


out a program under the Soil Conservation and Domestic 
Allotment Act. 


Outline of the 1938 Program 


The total soil-depleting crop goal, inciting the general 
soil-depleting crop goal and the special soil-depleting crop 
goals for cotton, tobacco, corn, potatoes, peanuts, and rice 
will be divided between state, county, and individual farms. 

Within each state, county goals will be established by 
the A. A. A. and the State Agricultural Conservation Com- 


County goals for cotton, tobacco, and rice will be estab- 
lished for each county where such crops are grown. 

County goals for corn, potatoes, and peanuts shall be 
established only for those counties which are in the principal 
commercial producing areas designated by the A. A. A. 

County goals will be based on average acreages grown in 
the counties, adjusted when necessary to trends in acreage, 
the recommendations of district and county agricultural 
planning committees with respect to the relationship between 
acreages of certain crops which are needed to promote soil 
conservation. 

In each county, the county agricultural conservation com- 
mittee will establish for each farm a total soil-depleting 
crop goal and any goal for an individual soil-depleting crop 
applicable to the farm. In establishing such individual goals, 
the county committee will consider the tillable acreage on a 
farm, the type of soil, topography, production facilities, the 


(Continued on page 5362) 


Federal Specifications for Canned Foods 


The Provisions Committee of the Federal Specifications 
Board has recently issued Proposed Federal Specifications 
for canned grapefruit, canned grapes (Muscat and Thomp- 
son Seedless varieties), and canned dried prunes in syrup, 
which, in accordance with the Board’s usual procedure, are 
being distributed to interested parties for criticism before 
final adoption. Copies of the proposed specifications and 
information regarding them may be obtained by writing 
Captain Paul P. Logan, Office of the Quartermaster General, 
War Department, Washington, D. C. 


Purchases of the Federal government, especially the mili- 
tary departments, are ordinarily made according to Federal 
specifications adopted and promulgated by the Federal Speci- 
fications Board, which plans to issue specifications for each 
kind of article purchased by the government for any purpose 
whatever. All these Federal specifications are listed and 
classified in the Federal Standards Stock Catalog. Those 
relating to food appear in Section IV, Part 1, which may 
be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, for 10 cents. The catalog is necessary 
to ascertain whether any particular product has been covered 
by Federal specifications. Each specification is published 
separately, and may be purchased from the Superintendent 
of Documents for 5 cents. 
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AGRICULTURAL MARKETING PROGRAMS 


Provisions of Present Law Analyzed in Bulletin 
Just Issued by the A. A. A. 


Marketing programs under the Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act of 1937, which was approved by the Presi- 
dent on June 3, 1937, are discussed in a recent bulletin pub- 
lished by the Agricultural Adjustment Administration in 
their Marketing Information Series, issued August, 1937. This 
bulletin includes information on a number of important 
points in connection with the Act, including its purpose and 
policy, definition of interstate commerce, and the steps neces- 
sary in establishing a marketing program under the Act, 
through the use of agreements and orders. 

While the Secretary of Agriculture has authority under 
the Act to enter into marketing agreements with the han- 
dlers of any agricultural commodity, he may issue orders 


applicable “only to the following agricultural commodities. 


and the products thereof (except products of naval stores 
and the products of honeybees), or to any regional or market 
classification of any such commodity or product: Milk, fruits 
(including pecans and walnuts, but not including apples and 
not including fruits, other than olives, for canning), tobacco, 
vegetables (not including vegetables, other than asparagus, 
for canning), soybeans, honeybees, and naval stores as in- 
cluded in the Naval Stores Att and standards established 
thereunder (including refined or partially refined oleoresin)”. 

When a marketing program is to be developed, public 
hearings must be held and approval of a marketing agree- 
ment by producers and handlers must be secured. However, 
if the agreement is not signed by the handlers of the required 
volume of the product, an order which has been determined 
to have the requisite producer approval may nevertheless be 
issued by the Secretary, and the terms and conditions that 
may be contained in these orders are described in detail in 
the publication. The terms and conditions that may be in- 
corporated only in orders governing the marketing of milk 
and its products are discussed, as are also those which may 
be included only in orders governing the marketing of com- 
modities other than milk and its products. 

Miscellaneous provisions of the Act are discussed in the 
bulletin and include information on the enforcement of 
orders, amendments to them, and the termination of both 
agreements and orders. 


SUMMARY OF CROP PROSPECTS 


Estimates of Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
Based on Mid-September Reports 


The following general summary of canning crop prospects 
was issued on September 23rd by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, based upon canners’ mid-September reports to 
the Bureau: 


Tomato picking continues in progress in many late States 
with a further reduction apparent in estimated tonnage. 
Sweet corn harvesting is nearing completion and the prob- 
ability of a record production is quite definitely established. 
Canning of snap beans is ended for 1937 except for a few 
isolated patches remaining for fall picking, and the near- 
record pack of green peas is now only a matter of historical 


interest. Such, briefly stated, is the status of the country’s 
canning activities, according to examination of canners’ mid- 
September reports to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 


The belt of canning activity is rapidly narrowing. Ozark 
canners have practically closed down their tomato packing 
operations. In Kentucky-Tennessee, and the Virginias, most 
canning crops have been gathered and packed. The occur- 
rence of scattering frosts in the northern tier of States 

resages the approaching end of canning operations in New 

ngland and westward to Minnesota and Wisconsin. Aside 
from California, where tomato canning continues in full 
swing, vegetable packing in the Pacific Northwest and the 
Rocky Mountain States is now only of local significance. By 
mid-September, the Middle Atlantic States (New Jersey, New 
York and Pennsylvania), East North Central States (Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin) and Minnesota- 
Iowa on the west, constituted the main area of fall harvesting 
operations for canners. 


Tomato Prospects Decline Further 


A further decline since September 1 in the prospective pro- 
duction of tomatoes for manufacture has reduced the coun- 
try’s expected crop to 1,742,000 tons. This is a reduction of 
about 5 per cent from the production estimated by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics from conditions reported by can- 
ners late in August. 


The effect of heavy rains and hot weather late in August 
in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the Eastern Shore of Mary- 
land and Virginia had not become fully apparent early in 
September. Late pickings showed the effect of the adverse 
conditions to a greater extent than the earlier crop. In Ohio 
and New York State, canners continue to receive fairly liberal 
quantities although growers report heavy defoliation in some 
of their fields. Exposed tomatoes are susceptible to injury 
from sunscald and resulting excessive decay and cracking. 
In Indiana, on the other hand, heavy rains have curtailed 
deliveries to canners. Ripe tomatoes on the vines at the time 
of the rains were badly damaged and cool weather has re- 
tarded the maturing of the late set fruit. Ozark canners have 
practically ceased operations for the season but harvesting 
continues in full swing in Utah, Colorado, and California. 
Prospects are generally favorable in the western States. 


Record Production of Sweet Corn Indicated 


A record production of 1,044,200 tons of sweet corn for 
manufacture is indicated by canners’ September 15 reports. 
Although the production now in prospect is a 5 per cent de- 
cline from the tonnage estimated September 1, the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics points out this year’s production 
surpasses the previous record production of 1,014,100 tons 
estimated for 1925 by about 3 per cent. 

Seasonably cool weather is reported from practically all 
sweet corn growing States with scattering frosts reported 
from Maine, interior points in Michigan and northern Wis- 
consin. Growers are gathering the crop from late planted 
fields and canning operations are tapering off rapidly. In 
lowa and Nebraska, some of the corn matured faster than 
canners could handle it and some tonnage was lost. Worm 
injury was also serious in some fields. 


Lima Bean Crop Heavy 


The production of green lima beans for manufacture is ex- 
pected to total 25,580 tons. This includes a considerable 
tonnage grown for freezing and, the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics points out, limited quantities of this crop are also 
utilized for succotash, soups, and other purposes. Yield pros- 

cts in all important States except Delaware and Michigan 
ve shown little change since September 1. In Delaware, 
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the Mexican bean beetle has made some inroads. In Michi- 
gan, the effect of the hot weather late in August is becoming 
more apparent as the growers continue harvesting. 


Indicated Beet Crop a Record 


The canning beet crop in prospect on Sepenbes 15 of 
63,400 tons indicated that this crop may be added to the list 
of record-breaking canning crops for 1937. The previous 
record production was 55,900 tons, which was estimated for 
1930. The weather since September 1 has been favorable 
for sizing the crop as rains have su e needed moisture 
in all important States. Michigan aa isconsin have shared 
in this improvement although the dry summer weather in the 
latter State lowered yield prospects in some areas. Dry rot 
has developed in some of the earlier plantings in Wisconsin. 


Kraut Cabbage Prospects Decline Slightly 


The kraut cabbage production of 166,500 tons indicated by 
packers September 15 reports is a decline of about 6 per cent 
from the tonnage in prospect September 1. This production 
is about in line with the 5-year (1928-32) average production 
of 165,700 tons but it surpasses the 1936 estimated produc- 
tion of 114,800 tons by 45 per cent. In New York and Michi- 
gan, the cabbage plants are developing small sized heads. 
Minnesota growers report damage from worms injuring the 
crop. In Illinois, where there is a considerable quantity 
grown for open market, kraut packers are not obtaining heavy 
deliveries. The crop in western Washington is suffering from 
cloudy, wet weather which bursts the heads and causes heavy 


loss. 
Pimientos for Manufacture 


California and Georgia reports on condition of the pimiento 
crop indicate a crop of 18,440 tons will be produced this year. 
This prospective production has been slightly surpassed only 
twice in the last ten years. Yield prospects continue favor- 
able in California but deterioration of the Georgia crop be- 
comes more evident as the crop is being harvested. The rains 
have fallen too late to help this crop. 


THE CANNING CLAN 


New History of the Industry Will Be Published on 
September 28th 


Publication of “The Canning Clan: A Pageant of Pioneer- 
ing Americans”, by Earl Chapin May, is announced by The 
Macmillan Company for September 28th. 

The National Canners Association has arranged for the 
purchase of 1,000 copies of the book, which will be mailed 
direct by The Macmillan Company, one copy to each member 
‘rm of the Association. This leaves the Association with a 
limited number of copies which will be sold to members at 
the special price at which the Association purchased the 
‘thousand copies. Orders will be filled in the order in which 
received until the supply is exhausted. 

Regarding the book and its author, The Macmillan Com- 
pany has announced: 

Earl Chapin May, author of “The Canning Clan,” has a 
sound reason for dedicating his latest work to his “twelve 
hundred collaborators”. Although the books reads like his- 
‘orical fiction it is historical fact and nearly all factual 
material has been furnished by living authorities or secured 
from authorities who were closely acquainted with characters 
or incidents in the book 


When Mr. May endeteah to write this history no bona- 


fide research library on the subject was available; not a 
wheelbarrow-load of books had been published in reference 
to the canning industry or its history of one hundred and 
twenty-seven years. Hence, it was necessary to find and 
interview the authorities. 

For mone than a decade Mr. May discussed his idea of a 
history of canning with friends in the industry. During 1935 
he took up the idea with canners in California, Minnesota, 
his native Illinois, and the East. On March 4, 1936, his idea 
was transformed into action when, with Mrs. May (Stella 
Burke May), he motored out of Washington, D. C., in a Buick 
coupe and two pee fogs, an atmospheric fog such as our 
national capital produces effectively, and a mental fog as to 
the possible outcome of a 25,000-mile motor journey. Yet he 
was perfectly clear as to what he needed. 


To secure the required source material, plus the color and 
spirit of the men and women who had created a major 
American industry, he must find them and talk with them 
along a route from southern Florida to San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, from Vancouver, B. C., to Eastport, Maine, with a 
few side trips into Utah, Colorado, Ohio, Kentucky and On- 
tario. Many leads had been “spotted” in the author's pre- 
liminary investigation, and the traveling Mays know from 
years of magazine and newspaper reporting that one lead 
usually leads to another. 

Thirty-six weeks were allowed for the trans-continental 
journey. By working six days and nights a week, and motor- 
ing four hundred miles or more each Sunday, the journey 
was completed in thirty-seven weeks. While Mr. May was 
negotiating a thousand interviews, his wife remained parked 
beside cinder heaps or behind canneries, writing 250,000 
words in her notebooks. During the first few weeks, they 
drove alternately for a hundred miles each; later they drove 
in fifty-mile sequences. Only once did they slide off the 
road into a ditch; that was the sole accident. 


Back home again in a New York apartment, the history 
of canning remained to be written. Fortified by a collection 
of documents, trade journals, records of interviews and the 
impressions absorbed during an itinerant spring, summer, 
and fall, Mr. May thought of a title for the book at three 
o'clock one morning; laid out “The Canning Clan” in about 
fifty chapters, and began to write copy—and letters. 


The letters were necessary to secure material to fill in 
aps. So were calls from a procession of canners. The 

apartment became a historical laboratory where 
a great deal was heard about seed selection, plant pathology, 
chemistry, bacteriology, and metallurgy, plus plain and fancy 
canning. 

During one afternoon and evening four eminent scientists 
soberly discussed one chapter. Authorities on other subjects 
came and went over a period of months. In the meanwhile, 
as each chapter was drafted, copies were sent out in four 
directions and were eventually returned, with valuable com- 
ments and corrections. Sometimes eight chapters would thus 
be traveling while the author hammered out a ninth. 

Along with the author, an earnest young Princeton grad- 
uate labored as secretary seven days and nights a week until, 
sensing the limitless work incident to literature, he secured 
a job of five days a week with an oil company. But not 
before he had tossed a million of the author's words off his 
typewriter. 

Came a grand, three-day conference at the Hotel New 
Yorker, called by the author for a final check-up. The 
canning authorities assembled from four corners of the coun- 
try at their own expense, as they had promised. (Their 
combined annual income approximated $250,000.) And for 
three days and nights they slowly read aloud the author's 
manuscript—and made a good job of it. 


Since that epochal gathering the author has merely read 
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galley proofs and page proofs for five hundred pages; as- 
cae and checked photographs for twelve pages of illus- 
trations; made an exhaustive index (twenty-three type pages) 
and wondered now and then what the reviewers and the 
public would say about his work. 

He believes that, though some errors may appear in “The 
Canning Clan,” no book of this decade has been more pain- 
stakingly and persistently authenticated. 


Henry Schimmel Passes Away 


Henry Schimmel, long associated with the Central Wis- 
consin Canneries at Beaver Dam, died on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 22nd. Funeral services were held on September 24th 
at Cambria. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
j the B of al 
Carlot Shipments as by ureau of 


Week ending— Season total to— 
t. 18 t. 18 t. 11 t.18 t. 18 
VEGETABLES 936 937 
Beans, snap andlima 24 2 6 8,014 8,091 
_ 851 671 573 20,968 20,067 
Green peas......... 101 115 123 6,753 6,475 
Spinach... 16 29 27 7,515 8,197 
Domestic, compet- 
ing a... 1,710 2,520 1,957 84,749 85,879 
m ts, compet- 
. 36 37 10 83 58 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic.... 1,966 1,263 1,255 128,554 135,700 
Imports......... 50 20 33 340 267 
Others, domestic.... 4,874 5,130 3,544 56,299 47,085 


Olive Prorate Program 


Under the olive prorate program of California this year, 
the total tonnage of all varieties allowed for canning has 
been fixed at 11,500 tons, and the following prorate per- 
centages have been fixed for the various varieties within the 
prorate total: Missions, 54.1 per cent; Manzanillos, 55.1 per 
cent; Sevillanos, 85 per cent; Ascolanos, 100 per cent; and 
all others, 42.4 per cent. 


Prompt Reply Is Requested 


The Association has this week mailed to all members, 
except those who have already made specific requests for 
reservations, a form on which to file requests for room reser- 
vations for the 1938 convention, and each member receiving 
the form is urged to make prompt reply. The form is ac- 
companied by a letter setting out the arrangements made by 
the three allied associations with the various hotels in 
Chicago. 


Larger Italian Canned Tomato Output Expected 


The output of canned peeled tomatoes in the Neapolitan 
district will be about 20 per cent greater than last year, 
according to a report from the American consul at Naples, 


dated August 18th. The tomato sauce output is expected to 
be about the same as last year’s. Canners are paying 20 
lire per quintal for the round and 30 to 32 lire for long 
tomatoes, at the farm. The quality is good. Canned peeled 
tomatoes are quoted at $2.30 per case of 24 3-pound cans 
c.i.f. New York. 


Apples Promoted with Other Foods 


The New York and New England Apple Institute, Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., has adopted plans for an intensive advertising 
campaign, starting in October, to be based on the promotion 
of apples in combination with other foods. The peak of the 
national coordinated campaign will be reached October 30th 
to November 6th, which will be known as National Apple 
Week. An assessment of one cent a bushel will finance the 
campaign. 


1938 A.A.A. PROGRAM 
(Continued from page 5359) 


o- rotation system, acreage customarily grown on the farm, 
and acreages of food and feed crops needed for home con- 
sumption. 

County committees will establish soil-building goals for 
individual farms, taking into consideration the minimum 
requirements specified under the program, the acreage of 
new seedings required in 1938 to promote soil conservation, 
the application of limestone and fertilizer required for soil- 
conserving —- and the improvement of pastures and the 
acreages on which terracing, contour listing, and other me- 
chanical practices are ae to prevent wind and water 
erosion. These goals can be met by maintaining soil-con- 
serving crops and by the use of other soil-building practices 
adapted to the needs of each state or county. 

Under the previous program separate rates were estab- 
lished for diversion from soil-depleting to soil-conserving 
crops and for the carrying out of each soil-building practice. 
Under this plan a producer calculated his payment at the 
end of the crop year by applying these separate rates to 
each acre diverted and to each practice performed. In 1938, 
however, the maximum payment for each producer will be 
calculated at the beginning of the crop year and the at- 
tainment of the soil-depleting crop goal and the soil-building 
e- will be set as conditions of full payment. Each pro- 

ucer will know what he must do for complete cooperation. 
This change should result in a greater degree of compliance 
and in consequence make the program more effective from 
Se aaa of soil conservation and economic use of the 

and. 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 

1938 A. A. A. program 5359 
Federal specifications for canned foods 5359 
Agricultural marketing programs 5360 
Summary of crop prospects . 5360 
The Canning Clan......... 5361 
Henry Schimmel passes away ..... tyne. 
5362 

5362 

5362 

5362 


Fruit and vegetable market competition. . 
Olive prorate program. . 
Prompt reply is requested................. 
Larger Italian canned tomato output expect 


ome 
| 
n 
e 
i 
it 
0 
0 
si 
n 
b 
he 
a 
ch 
2, 
wi 
| 
th 
wl 
pe 
me 
sp 
ch 
the 
bu 
A, 
pu 
tre 
Wi 
bus 
by 
abl 
out 
by 
clu 
In 
Mic 
U, | 


